
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New report reveals LifeWise Academy's impact: Increased
attendance and reduced suspensions for public school
students

Columbus, Ohio – Nov. 30, 2023 – A comprehensive report released by Thomas P.
Miller & Associates (TPMA) showcases the impact of LifeWise Academy’s Bible
education programs. TPMA, a renowned national consulting firm headquartered in
Indianapolis, Indiana, conducted the study to measure the implications of LifeWise
Academy’s programming on various educational factors in schools across multiple
states, and was made possible through the support of Ambassador Enterprises, LLC.

Defining LifeWise and Its Expansive Reach
Founded in 2019, LifeWise Academy is a nonprofit organization dedicated to offering
Bible education to public school students during school hours. The program, confirmed
in over 320 schools across numerous states in 2023—more than doubling its presence
since 2019—aims to complement teachers’ efforts in improving student behavior and
academic achievement.

LifeWise Academy is inclusive and adaptable, welcoming any willing students with
permission, regardless of their faith background. This adaptability has allowed Bible
education to flourish in diverse communities, fostering an environment conducive to
character development and academic excellence.

Key Findings and Standardized Measures
The report employs rigorous standards, accounting for population size and enrollment,
to identify five key measures gauging the impact of LifeWise's programming:

● Rate of Attendance: The study indicates a positive correlation between
LifeWise Academy's presence and improved attendance rates in school
districts across Indiana, Iowa and Ohio.



● In-School Suspensions - Students and Days: LifeWise Academy's influence
is reflected in reduced instances of in-school suspensions, showcasing a
positive impact on student behavior within academic environments.

● Out-of-School Suspensions - Students and Days: The report underscores a
decrease in out-of-school suspensions, affirming the effectiveness of LifeWise
Academy in fostering a positive school environment.

Testimonials and Future Impact
In addition to quantitative data, the report includes testimonials from
individuals/teachers who have embraced LifeWise Academy’s programs. “LifeWise has
made a positive impact on students’ attendance, behavior and social emotional
well-being,” said Central Ohio principal Shalonda Likely-Roach. “It provides confidence
and a sense of belonging for students.”

“This report serves as a significant milestone in the history of LifeWise Academy,” states
Joel Penton, Founder and CEO at LifeWise Academy. “The data and testimonials
collected affirm the profound influence our programs have on students. As we expand
into more states and schools, our commitment to the relevance and significance of Bible
education remains unwavering.”

For media inquiries, please contact:
Press@JDAWorldwide.org
615.473.0794
To view the full report, visit: Lifewise.org/impact.

About LifeWise Academy
LifeWise Academy is a nonprofit that provides Bible education to public school students
during school hours under released time religious instruction laws. Hundreds of
communities have launched local LifeWise programs through a 10-step process that
begins with collecting community signatures at Lifewise.org.

About Thomas P. Miller & Associates (TPMA)
TPMA is a consulting and management firm based in Indianapolis, IN and offers
extensive experience in research and planning projects for economic development,
workforce and higher education clients.

About Ambassador Enterprises, LLC
With corporate headquarters in Northeast Indiana and affiliate companies across the
U.S., Ambassador Enterprises invests in for-income and for-impact markets seeking
financial, cultural, and eternal returns, resulting in better people, better communities,
and better lives.

http://lifewise.org/impact
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FIGURE I: OVERVIEW OF LIFEWISE IMPACT 
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Model 111: ISS Incidents, Year 2 

ANOVA 

df ss 

Regression 2 7439.285 

Residual 6475 17119389 

Total 6477 17126828 

Coefficients Standard Error 

Intercept -0.19296555 0.642328237 

Participation Rate -35.1333839823967 29.72936728 

Years Live -8.96711115 5.702677715 

Model IV: OSS Students Impact, Year 3 

ANOVA 

df ss 

Regression 2 1474.023 

Residual 6475 3276713 

Total 6477 3278187 

Coefficients Standard Error 

Intercept 2.310588817 0.28101666 

Participation Rate -13.1565666127714 13.00650822 

Years Live -3.730591898 2.494904242 

MS F Significance F 

3719.642 l.406866 0.244984522 

2643.921 

t Stat P-value

-0.30042 0.76387 

l.181774 0.237339 

-1.57244 0.115898* 

MS F Significance F 

737.0116 l.456383 0.233154038 

506.056 

t Stat P-value

8.222249 2.39E-16 

-l.01153717766107 0.311797 

-1.49528 0.134889 
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