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March 17, 2021

Dear Honorable Senators Rob Portman and Sherrod Brown, and the Honorable
House Speaker Robert Cupp, Senate President Matt Huffman, and Governor Mike
DeWine,

We are a diverse group of leading clergy representing one hundred-seventeen (117) congregations throughout
the Buckeye Bible Belt of North Central Ohio. We are unified by Biblical Truth! and follow the instructions
found in Matthew 25: to feed the hungry, to give drink to the thirsty, to take in the stranger, to clothe the
naked, to visit the sick and to counsel the incarcerated. Our congregations even serve the LGBT community
and their loved ones without prejudice.

Last year in the 133 Ohio General Assembly, clergy from (100) one hundred diverse congregations in North
Central Ohio publicly-opposed ? House Bill 369/Senate Bill 11 which discriminated against people of faith to
provide special privilege to the LGBT community. This legislation was defeated for the ninth consecutive time.

Having said this, we believe every human being is made in the image of GOD (Genesis 1). In addition, we
collectively accept GOD made male and female (Genesis 1), and the principle that man should render to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to GOD the things that are GOD’s (Mark 12). Now more than ever,
our faith community is unified in our opposition to the immoral Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity
(SOGI) bills known as the H.R. 5 Federal “Equality Act” and the Ohio “Fairness Act.” With the insertion of
abortion as a “federal right” in H.R. 5, it is our understanding that these combined bills together will also:

1) Require men and boys be allowed in women’s bathrooms, locker rooms and showers if they claim to
identify as women

2) Require boys be allowed to play in girls’ sports in public schools if they claim to identify as women

3) Allow government to remove children from parents’ custody if they do not consent to dangerous
conversion/hormone therapy

4) Force women’s homeless and domestic violence shelters to allow men who claim to identify as women
to bathe and bunk with victimized women

5) Force doctors to participate in ‘gender transition’ procedures

6) Prohibit faith-based ministries from operating in line with their religious beliefs

As servants to the orphan, widow, poor, and incarcerated, we believe the following:

I. H.R. 5 and the Ohio Fairness Act are in direct conflict with the separation of church and state

If passed, these two pieces of legislation will establish a state religion and position the state as a sacrilegious
theological board that will prohibit free exercise of religion and erase the freedom of speech found in the First
Amendment. It is indisputable that similar sexual orientation/ gender identity (SOGI) laws have caused
persons to suffer economic disenfranchisement in other states.




For instance, Colorado cake artist Jack Phillips lost forty-percent of his business and over half his staff 3 after
being cited by the Colorado Civil Rights Commission for refusing to make a gender-transition cake. Despite
winning his case at the U.S. Supreme Court, the State of Colorado showed its hostility toward Mr. Phillips for
his religious convictions and filed a lawsuit against him a second time. 4

In fact, seventy-four year old floral artist Barronelle Stutzman was forced by Washington State Supreme Court
to create custom floral design for a gay wedding against her religious convictions. Despite referring the
customer to florists who do provide such services, she is now faced with complying with the court’s
ultimatum, or face bankruptcy.’

Il. Secondly, the proponents of H.R. 5 and Ohio Fairness Act have not sufficiently demonstrated the need for
this ordinance. We believe Ohio is a tolerant and diverse state. LGBT persons presently have no traits of a
discriminated class of people. LGBT persons have the support of corporate and political elites,® have no
economic disenfranchisement,’” and have no ongoing systemic discrimination.® Furthermore, there is no Ohio
law permitting discrimination on the basis of gender identity and sexual orientation.

. Thirdly, if passed, H.R. 5 and Ohio Fairness Act will lead to major violations of privacy. Arbitrary re-
definitions of gender proposed by this legislation would jeopardize women’s privacy and security in public
accommodations like restrooms, locker rooms, and showers in public swimming pools and fitness centers.
This creates huge privacy concerns for the majority of women who do not want to share these private facilities
with members of the opposite biological sex. °

Consequently, in 2016 leading clergy from one hundred-two (102) diverse congregations in Richland County,
Ohio publicly-opposed the Obama restroom mandate. Their joint-letter told school and state officials the
dictate “defies objectivity and logic by not classifying students as male or female on the basis of their
biological sex at birth.” They also stated the mandate “triggers intolerance and retribution with people having
a different opinion.”0

Tragically, in Anchorage, Alaska, a drunk biological man who identified as a woman was denied access because
the faith-based homeless shelter did not want to force vulnerable women to sleep next to a biological man. As
a result, the Downtown Hope Center was slapped with a federal lawsuit.

IV. Lastly, if passed, H.R. 5 and Ohio Fairness Act will limit access to needed social services by effectively
driving out faith-based providers. SOGI laws have been used in several states and localities to shut down faith-
based adoption agencies. In lllinois alone, nearly 3,000 children were displaced when this happened.'? Grants
offered through the Violence Against Women Act have a SOGI provision that dictates the hiring practices of
institutions that get grants to help battered women. Because this provision violates the conscience of religious
institutions, they are unable to provide assistance to desperate battered women.*3

Sadly, counseling ministries operated by people who have left the transgender lifestyle would likely not be
allowed to operate. 4

In closing, it is our strong conviction the legacy of H.R. 5 and Ohio Fairness Act would be a nightmare for
Ohioans, even with religious exemptions. These totalitarian dictates would crush the First Amendment and
demolish the wall of separation between church and state. In our estimation, there is no tweaking these two
draconian proposals that would flagrantly discriminate against the religious community and freedom-loving
Ohioans. Thank you for taking our concerns into consideration.


https://www.uschamber.com/letters-congress/us-chamber-letter-supporting-hr-5-the-equality-act
https://downloads.frc.org/EF/EF18L25.pdf

The following are clergy cosigners representing one hundred- seventeen (117) congregations throughout the
Buckeye Bible Belt of North Central Ohio in: Richland County (81), Crawford County (12), Ashland County
(9), Morrow County (4), Wayne County (4), Knox County (3), Huron County (2), Medina (1), Stark (1)
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