
PROCLAMATION 
A  CORPORATE   CLERGY  CALL  TO   PRAYER & FASTING FOR OHIOANS  IN  THE  WAKE  OF  

THE  CORONAVIRUS  (COVID-19)  OUTBREAK 

 

WHEREAS, The World Health Organization declared the Coronavirus outbreak a global pandemic, 

with nearly 3,000 deaths and tens of thousands of cases occurring in the disease’s epicenter of 

China,(1) now increasing thirteen-fold during the first two weeks of March 2020, (2) triggering the 

Dow Jones on March 12th, 2020 to suffer the largest stock market drop since the1987 “Black Monday” 

collapse (3), and resulting in the cancellation of schools and numerous cultural events across the 

nation (4) and….. 

WHEREAS, President Donald Trump declared a national emergency and called for a National Day of 

Prayer (5) on March 15, 2020 saying: “We are a Country throughout history that has looked to GOD 

for protection and strength in times like these,” and….. 

WHEREAS, following three confirmed cases of the Coronavirus in Cuyahoga County, Governor Mike 

DeWine declared a state of emergency, (6) suspended elections, and stated there are at least 

100,000 Ohioans with the Coronavirus, with the undiagnosed cases projected to double every six 

days (7) and….. 

WHEREAS, the Bible is a leading source of modern health knowledge (8) referring to the practices of 

quarantine (Leviticus 13:21), personal hygiene (Leviticus 15), and the concept of disease vectors 

(Leviticus 15), and has also inspired leading medical pioneers like Dr. Benjamin Rush, Dr. John 

Snow, and Dr. Louis Pasteur, and….. 

WHEREAS, weeks following Governor DeWine’s oath of office taken on nine Bibles on January 15th, 

2019 and a declaration of 2019 as the “Year of the Bible” by north central Ohio clergymen from one 

hundred and fifty congregations, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported minimal 

influenza cases in Ohio (9) despite rampant cases nationwide and….. 

WHEREAS, a countywide observance in north central Ohio of the 2019 National Day of Prayer 

commemorated the 170th anniversary of historical answered prayer when cases of Cholera 

dramatically plummeted after nationwide corporate calls to prayer and repentance during pandemic 

conditions, (10) and….. 

WHEREAS, twenty-seven north central Ohio clergymen illustrated that spiritual health can affect 

biological outcome by forwarding a 2016 Harvard study to area medical providers in the Fall of 2016 

(11) which discussed the correlation between church attendance and the decreased risk of both 

cardiovascular mortality and cancer mortality, (12) and one-year later two of those clergymen publicly 

commented to local media (13) on another study finding church attendance reduced mortality (14) 

and….. 

WHEREAS, eighty-three north central Ohio clergymen called for a day of prayer and fasting after 

General Motors tragically announced the closure of one of the area’s large-scale stamping plants 

during the 2008-2009 recession, (15) and …..  



THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as leading clergymen from (120) congregations across north 

central Ohio, we are calling Ohioans to a season of corporate prayer and fasting, especially 

during the zenith of the Holy Week and Passover observances from Sunday, April 5th thru 

Thursday, April 16th.  We stand in solidarity as a faith community during these extraordinary 

times being fully convinced in the words of Psalm 91 that only the Most High God will be our 

refuge and fortress and will deliver us from the perilous pestilence.  As the text says: 

“Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the 

pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday.  A 

thousand shall fall at thy side; and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh 

thee.” 
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List of endorsing clergymen representing (120) one hundred and twenty North Central 
Ohio congregations  

 
 

Pastor Ben Gregg, Plymouth Church of GOD Pastor Chris Spencer, Crestline Grace Baptist  
Pastor Eric Byrom, Mansfield Grace Fellowship Pastor Bruce Philippi, Journey Life Center  
Pastor Patrick Bailey, North Bend of the Brethren Pastor Steve Brenneman, Awakening Christian Ctr. 
Pastor Matt Smith, Love Action Church  Pastor Mark Wireman, Shiloh Pentecostal  
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Pastor Travis McKenzie, Compassion Freewill Baptist Pastor David Guild, Mansfield Foursquare 
Pastor Ronnie Conn, Elm Street Freewill Baptist Pastor Lester Chamber, Shelby Church of the Nazarene 
Pastor Bryan Schatzinger, Calvary Chapel  Pastor Mark Pierce, Church Requel 
Pastor Rich Hurles, Plymouth LifePoint Church Pastor Henry Bradley, New Community Temple COGIC 
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Pastor Ron Kosa, Living Word Church  Pastor Russ Smith, Shiloh Wesleyan 
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Pastor Michael Futrell, Christ Community Evangelical Pastor Jerry O’Brien, Faith Harvest Fellowship 
Pastor William Jordan, Faith Temple COGIC  Pastor Dan Rebon, Bucyrus Father’s Heart Healing Center 


