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CCoorrrreessppoonnddeennccee  ffrroomm::  
TThhee  ““CCoommppaannyy  ooff  SSeevveenn””  llooccaall  cclleerrggyy  ggrroouupp  &&    
tthhee  RRiicchhllaanndd  CCoommmmuunniittyy  FFaammiillyy  CCooaalliittiioonn  

 

NNoovveemmbbeerr  2222,,  22001111  

Dear Richland County Agricultural Society Fair Board, 

THE ISSUE    Thank you for your tireless work year-round in managing the largest civic attraction in the county: the fairgrounds.  

We commend you for the countless hours you spend to ensure that the county fair runs smoothly each year.  Last spring, on April 26, 
2011, the Fair Board of Directors voted to include a beer garden beside the grandstand for the 2011 County Fair.  It is our 
understanding, according to local media reports, that the Board of Directors was looking for additional sources of revenue to help make 
payments on a loan taken out five years ago for the construction of several barns. 

As local clergy in the Body of Christ, we see first-hand the tragic problems associated with alcohol and substance abuse in our 
community.  Compelled by the love of Christ, our seven area congregations are actively addressing this issue in our community by 
serving the families and individuals struggling with this bondage.  

HHaavviinngg  ssaaiidd  tthhiiss,,  tthhee  ““CCoommppaannyy  ooff  SSeevveenn””  cclleerrggyy  ggrroouupp,,  ppaarrttnneerreedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  RRiicchhllaanndd  CCoommmmuunniittyy  FFaammiillyy  CCooaalliittiioonn,,  
bbootthh  aaggrreeee  tthhaatt  tthhee  iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  aa  ffaaiirr  bbeeeerr  ggaarrddeenn  iiss  ccoouunntteerr--pprroodduuccttiivvee,,  wwoorrkkiinngg  aaggaaiinnsstt  oouurr  ccoolllleeccttiivvee  eeffffoorrttss  iinn  

mmiinniimmiizziinngg  tthhee  llooccaall  eeppiiddeemmiicc  ooff  aallccoohhooll  aanndd  ssuubbssttaannccee  aabbuussee,,  aanndd  
sshhoouulldd  tthheerreeffoorree  bbee  ppeerrmmaanneennttllyy  ccaanncceelllleedd  oonn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ggrroouunnddss::  

PPOOIINNTT  OONNEE::    WWee  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  tthhee  ffaaiirr  bbeeeerr  ggaarrddeenn  bbrreeaakkss  aa  lloonngg  

ssttaannddiinngg  ttrraaddiittiioonn  ooff  bbeeiinngg  aa  ffaammiillyy--oorriieenntteedd  eevveenntt..  
It is believed that the Richland County Fair has been in existence since 1850.  
In this day there is no question that raising funds has been a difficult challenge 
for the Fair Board of Directors. It can be said however, that our community 
throughout history has not been without economic hardship (See Chart 1).  
Since 1850, economists point out that nationally, there has been at least seven 
depressions and eleven recessions; due in part to the cycles the economy 
naturally goes thru (See Chart 2).  While times are perplexing, they are certainly not unique in the light of history.  As King Solomon put 
it, “There is nothing new under the sun, is there anything of which it may be said, „See this is new?‟  It has already been in ancient times 
before us,” (Ecclesiastes 1:9-10).  The interesting point to be made is that even during these economic downturns, in its 160 year history, 
the Richland County Fair has never sold alcohol until most recently in 2011.  Recognizing this shift from a traditional family-friendly 
atmosphere, several entities passed resolutions objecting to the fair beer garden.  This list consists of Mansfield City Council, Madison 
Twp. Trustee Board, Springfield Twp. Trustee Board, Washington Twp. Trustee Board, Mansfield Christian School Board and Temple 
Christian School Board. 
 

PPOOIINNTT  TTWWOO::    WWee  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  tthhee  ffaaiirr  bbeeeerr  ggaarrddeenn  jjeeooppaarrddiizzeess  tthhee  sseeccuurriittyy  aanndd  wweellll--bbeeiinngg  ooff  oouurr  cchhiillddrreenn..  

BBEE  FFAAIIRR  TTOO  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS    

NNOO  FFAAIIRR  BBEEEERR  GGAARRDDEENN  
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The fair has traditionally been an event that young people can display their talents thru organizations like the 4- H, the Girl Scouts, and 
Future Farmers of America (FFA). This year the Junior Fair had forty-four 4-H clubs, and five FFA chapters participating in 2011.  In 
fact, over 800 livestock exhibits were shown by young people.1   Most alarming is the announcement by the Fair Board Manager that 
youth will now be allowed to sleep overnight in the barns the week of the fair.2   This arrangement with the presence of the fair beer 
garden and the presence of young people at the fair during late hours raises the specter that another incident could happen like the one 
that occurred several years ago at the local Rock n‟ Ribs Fest.  In that case, the sexual assault of a fifteen year old near the beer garden 
took place when the minor was given alcohol by one of the security guards and then raped.3    This does not bode well especially with a 
local law enforcement that is depleted and left without a Sheriff‟s detective bureau.4                
 
On the contrary, some may say that there appears to be no problems when alcohol is served in 
other public places with children present.  To address this point, we have included an article from 
the Wall Street Journal discussing the problems posed with alcohol and children at the same 
location.  This article analyzes this lethal combination for the national restaurant chain Chuck E. 
Cheese.   
 
Needless to say, alcohol is the #1 drug of choice for children and adolescents5   and the leading 
contributor to the leading causes of death among young people in the United States.6  Tongue and 
cheek, the Bible warns about alcohol abuse saying: “Who has woe? Who has sorrow or redness of 
eyes? Who has contentions or wounds without cause? Those who linger long at the wine…it will 
bite like a serpent, your eyes will see strange things… you shall say „when shall I awake that I may 
seek another drink?” (Proverbs 23:29-35) 
 

PPOOIINNTT  TTHHRREEEE::    WWee  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  tthhee  rreeppoorrtt  ggiivveenn  ttoo  tthhee  mmeeddiiaa  oonn  tthhee  ssuucccceessss  ooff  tthhee  

ffaaiirr  bbeeeerr  ggaarrddeenn  wwaass  eemmbbeelllliisshheedd..  
According to the Associated Press, the fair beer garden garnered a net profit of $6,000 and that no incidents occurred during the fair 
(See Article 1).   In addition, the Fair Board Manager reported in the local newspaper a 20% increase in attendance for the 2011 Fair 
over last year‟s attendance of 32,000.7  
 
According to records provided by the Fair Board President, despite the added publicity, the beer concessions did not make a net profit of 
$6,000 as reported, but rather a net profit of $2,219.8   In response to an information request by the Richland Community Family 
Coalition, the Fair Board President reported that the Fair Board keeps no record of fair attendance numbers.  She stated that the 
number of tickets sold, are not recorded.9 
 
Moreover, according to the Sheriff‟s Department, there was one arrest at the fairgrounds during the fair on 8.13.11 involving underage 
consumption of alcohol and aggravated menacing (Case # 11-3464).  In this report, the deputy stated that he was “assisting other 
deputies in breaking up numerous fights” around the fairgrounds when the incident occurred. 
.  
According to the Sheriff‟s Department, there were also crime incident reports filed at the fairgrounds during the County Fair for an 
assault (Case #11-3444), domestic violence (Case #11-3442), and three thefts (Case # 11-3383), (Case # 11-3382) (Case # 11-3345).  
For what it‟s worth, while there was a total of six crime incident reports in 2011 with the addition of a fair beer garden, no crime 
incident reports were filed in 2010 when there was no fair beer garden.  This should be no surprise since Christ pointed out that “a good 
tree cannot bear bad fruit and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit” (Matthew 7:18). 
 
While no link to the fair beer garden has been proven, there was a total of five operating vehicle intoxicated (OVI) arrests made within 
five miles of the fairgrounds the week of the 2011 County Fair according to the Ohio Highway Patrol (See Map 2). 
 

PPOOIINNTT  FFOOUURR::    WWee  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  tthheerree  aarree  ccoossttss  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ffaaiirr  bbeeeerr  ggaarrddeenn  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  nnoott  bbeeeenn  aaccccoouunntteedd  ffoorr..  
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All things considered, the cost of one soul is priceless, “What will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?”  
(Mark 8:36)  However, because the Fair Board of Directors has listed its only reason for having the fair beer garden is to make a sizeable 
profit, we are charged with the task of analyzing profit margins.  Nonetheless, the expenses incurred for the fair beer garden only 
included the cost of security, the cost of the tent, and the cost of the beer.10  It is our understanding that the official fair board numbers 
did not include the cost of the liquor liability insurance premium nor the liquor licenses (Table 1).  With these unaccounted expenses 
added, the beer garden profit drops from $2,219 to $1,444. 
 
Additionally, our findings indicate that the Sheriff‟s Department charged the Fair Board of Directors an additional $2,500 more for 
security than the average cost of security for the last three years‟ fairs (See Chart 3).  While the official fair board numbers only list an 
$875 cost for security for the fair beer garden, the additional $1,625 of the $2,500 has not been included in the fair board expenses for 
the fair beer garden.  The case could be made that there is evidence that the fair beer garden actually lost money (-$181).  
 
Consequently, seven area businesses have terminated their sponsorship of the fair next year because of the inclusion of the fair beer 
garden (See Table 2).  While hindsight can be twenty-twenty, local businessmen were also offering money to the Fair Board of Directors 
as incentive for not having a fair beer garden (See Table 3). 
 
It is also our understanding that five Agricultural Society members served five hour shifts each night at the beer garden equating to 175 
volunteer hours; this does not include the set up and the tear down of the garden.11 
 

PPOOIINNTT  FFIIVVEE::    WWee  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  tthhee  FFaaiirr  BBooaarrdd  ooff  DDiirreeccttoorrss  hhaass  aa  mmoorraall  oobblliiggaattiioonn  ttoo  kkeeeepp  iittss  wwoorrdd  rreeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  

ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ffoorr  tthhee  ccaanncceellllaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiirr  bbeeeerr  ggaarrddeenn..  
Keeping your word is important.  On the Sermon on the Mount,  Jesus stated :“Let your „Yes‟ be „Yes,‟ and your „No‟ be „No.‟ For 
whatever is more than these is from the evil one,” (Matthew 5:37).  We, as spiritual leaders in the community, are held accountable for 
our words and actions and rightfully so.  On October 28, 2007, a covenant was made by the local Body of Christ at the Central Park 
Gazebo in downtown Mansfield to our Heavenly Father, and to the community, promising that we would relinquish our apathy and 
address head on, the problem of alcohol and substance abuse in our county.  We have to keep our word.   
 
We are now asking you to keep your word.  According to an interview with WMFD TV-68, the Fair Board Manager listed three 
conditions, if anyone of them occurred, would invariably cancel the beer garden; these included an unsuitable fair beer garden profit, 
underage consumption, and drunk driving (See Article 2).  Furthermore, the Fair Board Manager articulated that a suitable profit was 
“about $10,000” (See Article 3).   
 
In closing, Dan Bullen, head of District No. 3 of the Ohio Fair Managers Association, reported that alcohol is sold at more than twenty 
county fairs in Ohio.12   This is out of ninety-five fairs throughout the state.  Interestingly, this past summer the Clark County fair board 
rejected a beer garden proposal in a survey.13  In this same way, we are trusting that your hour of decision would be a moment of truth; 
return the “family” back to the county fair and cancel the fair beer garden.  Thank you for your careful consideration in this matter. 
 

RREEFFEERREENNCCEESS  
1 Email correspondence to Ben Mutti from Judy Villiard-Overrocker11.15.11. 
2“Mild weather helps fair prosper, by Lou Whitmire, Mansfield News Journal 8.15.11. 
3 “Man sentenced for sexual battery of 15 year old girl” by Russ Kent, Mansfield News Journal, 3.23.04. 
4 “ Richland Co. Sheriff's Office Braces For Big Cuts,” by reporter Glenn McEntyre, 3.24.10. www.10tv.com/content/stories/2010/03/21/story_richlandco_cuts.html on internet 11.21.11. 
5 Substance Abuse and Mental health Services Administration, 2004, results from the 2003 National Survey on Drug Use and Health; National Findings.  Rockville, MD: Office of Applied Studies 
6 Hingson R. Kenkel D. 2004, Social, health and economic consequences of underage drinking.  In: Reducing Underage Drinking: A collective Responsibility, background papers (CD-ROM).  Washington, DC: National 
Academies Press, 351-382 
7“Mild weather helps fair prosper, by Lou Whitmire, Mansfield News Journal, 8.15.11; photo included by Jason Molyet. 
8 Ben Mutti phone conversation with Fair Board President Donna Seibart 11.16.11 
9 Ben Mutti interview with Fair Board President Donna Seibart, 10.06.11, at Administrative Building. 
10 Ben Mutti phone conversation with Fair Board President Donna Seibart 11.16.11. 
11 Ben Mutti phone conversation with anonymous Richland County Fair Agricultural Society Board member 11.09.11. 
12 “Two commissioners oppose alcohol sales at county fair,” by Tiffany Y. Latta, Dayton Daily News, 7.21.11. 
13 “Two commissioners oppose alcohol sales at county fair,” by Tiffany Y. Latta, Dayton Daily News, 7.21.11. 

http://www.10tv.com/content/stories/2010/03/21/story_richlandco_cuts.html
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(Chart 1.) Severe economic conditions 

during The Great Depression  

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..rriitthhoollttzz..ccoomm//bblloogg//22000099//0099//ddeepprreessssiioonn--vveerrssuuss--rreecceessssiioonn// 

  

  

  

((CChhaarrtt  22..))  HHiissttoorryy  ooff  EEccoonnoommiicc  

CCyycclleess  iinn  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  

wwwwww..ddsshhoorrtt..ccoomm  AApprriill  22000099  

  

  

  

  

  
  

((AArrttiiccllee  11..))  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

http://www.ritholtz.com/blog/2009/09/depression-versus-recession/
http://www.dshort.com/
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((MMaapp  11..))  OOppeerraattiinngg  VVeehhiiccllee  wwhhiillee  

IInnttooxxiiccaatteedd  ((OOVVII))  aarrrreessttss  iinn  RRiicchhllaanndd  

CCoouunnttyy  ffoorr  tthhee  yyeeaarr  22001111  

  

  

  

  
 

 

 

 

 
((MMaapp  22..))  AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  OOhhiioo  

HHiigghhwwaayy  PPaattrrooll,,  FFiivvee  ((55))  OOVVII  

aarrrreessttss  ooccccuurrrreedd  dduurriinngg  wweeeekk  ooff  

22001111  FFaaiirr  wwiitthhiinn  ffiivvee  mmiillee  rraaddiiuuss  

ooff  ffaaiirrggrroouunnddss    
 

Ohio Highway Patrol, Jeff Maute 

jmaute@dps.state.oh.us.  877.772.8765 

10.24.11 email correspondence to Ben Mutti 

  

  

mailto:jmaute@dps.state.oh.us


 

Prepared by Benjamin Mutti, Richland Community Family Coalition 419.884.3648 Page 6 

 

((CChhaarrtt  33..))  CCoosstt  ooff  22001111  RRiicchhllaanndd  CCoouunnttyy  FFaaiirr  SSeeccuurriittyy  

Based on invoices sent by the Richland County Sheriff’s Department 

  

AAvveerraaggee  FFaaiirr  SSeeccuurriittyy  CCoossttss  bbeettwweeeenn  22000088--22001100 $17,168 
((WWiitthh  nnoo  bbeeeerr  ggaarrddeenn))  

 

FFaaiirr  SSeeccuurriittyy  CCoosstt  22001111     $19,668 
((WWiitthh  bbeeeerr  ggaarrddeenn))  

  

Difference of $2,500 

14.6% INCREASE in 2011 
(This cost only partially included in official Fair Board numbers) 

  

((TTaabbllee  11..))  CCoosstt  ooff  LLiiqquuoorr  LLiiaabbiilliittyy  IInnssuurraannccee  

According to a representative of the ACE American Insurance Company from agent William Wilkerson’s 

office, the liquor liability premium for the fair beer garden event held by the Richland County Agricultural 

Society cost a total of $695 (Sheila.caruso@hnins.com, 913.676.9240, per phone conversation 11.15.11) 

(This cost was not included in official Fair Board numbers) 

CCoosstt  ooff  LLiiqquuoorr  PPeerrmmiittss  

The Richland County Agricultural Fair Board applied for two temporary (F Class) liquor permits 

(#73570600003) for the 2011 County Fair costing a total of $80  

(This cost was not included in official Fair Board numbers) 
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mailto:Sheila.caruso@hnins.com
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((TTaabbllee  22..))  BBuussiinneesssseess  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  wwiitthhddrraawwnn  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  RRiicchhllaanndd  

CCoouunnttyy  FFaaiirr  aass  aa  rreessuulltt  ooff  tthhee  22001111  FFaaiirr  bbeeeerr  ggaarrddeenn  
Based on findings of Richland Community Family Coalition 

  

AAtt  lleeaasstt  sseevveenn  ((77))  ccoonnffiirrmmeedd  llooccaall  bbuussiinneesssseess  wwiillll  nnoo  lloonnggeerr  ssppoonnssoorr  ffaaiirr::  

  

CCoouunnttrryy  FFaabbrriiccss  HHoouusseewwaarreess  &&  GGiiffttss,,  OOwwnneerr  HHaarrvveeyy  BBuurrkkhhoollddeerr  

CCoouunnttrryy  MMeettaallss,,  OOwwnneerr  PPaauull  RRiieeffff  

NNeewwsswwaannggeerr  MMaacchhiinnee  LLttdd,,  OOwwnneerr  LLeeoonn  NNeewwsswwaannggeerr  

NNeewwsswwaannggeerr  MMeeaattss,,  OOwwnneerr  GGaaeelliinn  NNeewwsswwaannggeerr  

PPllaannkkttoowwnn  CCoouunnttrryy  MMaarrkkeett  LLLLCC,,  OOwwnneerr  EEuuggeennee  SShhiirrkk  

WWeeaavveerrss  MMaaggnneettoo  RReeppaaiirr,,  OOwwnneerr  KKeennnneetthh  WWeeaavveerr  

ZZiimmmmeerrmmaann’’ss  MMeettaall  &&  LLuummbbeerr  IInncc..,,  OOwwnneerr  HHaarrvveeyy  ZZiimmmmeerrmmaann  

  

((TTaabbllee  33..))  BBuussiinneessssmmeenn  tthhaatt  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  ssuuppppoorrtteedd  RRiicchhllaanndd  

CCoouunnttyy  FFaaiirr  iinn  22001111  iiff  bbeeeerr  ggaarrddeenn  wwaass  ccaanncceelllleedd  
Based on calls received by the Richland Community Family Coalition the week of the fair 

  
TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  aarree  ((33))  llooccaall  bbuussiinneessssmmeenn  tthhaatt  wweerree  wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  ddoonnaattee  mmoonniieess  ttoo  tthhee  RRiicchhllaanndd  

CCoouunnttyy  AAggrriiccuullttuurraall  FFaaiirr  BBooaarrdd  ccoonnttiinnggeenntt  oonn  tthhee  bbooaarrdd’’ss  ddeecciissiioonn  ttoo  ccaanncceell  tthhee  bbeeeerr  ggaarrddeenn::  

  

MMrr..  JJoohhnn  MMaatthheess    $$550000  

MMrr..  SSccootttt  SShhaarrrroocckk  $$11,,000000  

AAnnoonnyymmoouuss      $$115500  

  

TToottaall  ooff  $$11,,665500  ooff  ddoonnaattiioonnss  wweerree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ttoo  tthhee  RRiicchhllaanndd  CCoouunnttyy  FFaaiirr  BBooaarrdd    
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((AArrttiiccllee  22..))  CCoonnddiittiioonnss  ffoorr  tthhee  ccaanncceellllaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  bbeeeerr  ggaarrddeenn  

  

  

  

  
11))  SSuuiittaabbllee  pprrooffiitt  nnoott  mmaaddee  

22))  PPuubblliicc  ddrruunnkkeennnneessss  

33))  DDrruunnkk  ddrriivviinngg  

  

  

  

  

((AArrttiiccllee  33..))  DDeeffiinniittiioonn  ooff  aa  ““ssuuiittaabbllee  pprrooffiitt””  bbyy  tthhee  FFaaiirr  MMaannaaggeerr  
  

  

FFaaiirr  MMaannaaggeerr  DDeeaann  WWeellllss  iinn  WWMMFFDD--TTVV  IInntteerrvviieeww  88..0044..1111::  

  

““IItt  ((bbeeeerr  ggaarrddeenn))  wwiillll  bbee  iinn  aa  ccoorrddoonneedd  ooffff  aarreeaa  ffeenncceedd  iinn  aarreeaa  

wwiitthh  aa  tteenntt..    IItt’’ss  nnoott  ggooiinngg  ttoo  bbee  aaiirr  ccoonnddiittiioonneedd  ssoo  iitt’’ss  nnoott  

ggooiinngg  ttoo  bbee  aa  ppllaaccee  wwhheerree  ssoommeebbooddyy  iiss  ggooiinngg  ttoo  ssiitt  aallll  ddaayy..    

II’’mm  gguueessssiinngg,,  iiff  wwee  ccoouulldd  mmaakkee  oonnee  ppaayymmeenntt  ttoo  ppaayy  ttoowwaarrddss  

oouurr  bbuuiillddiinngg  pprrooggrraamm,,  II  wwoouulldd  bbee  vveerryy  ssaattiissffiieedd  wwiitthh  tthhaatt..    

TThhaatt  ppaayymmeenntt  wwoouulldd  bbee  jjuusstt  aa  lliittttllee  uunnddeerr  $$1100,,000000……..””  
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““CCoommppaannyy  ooff  SSeevveenn””  PPaassttoorrss’’  BBiioo  
RReevveerreenndd  SStteevvee  SScchhaagg,,  PPaassttoorr  ooff  CCaallvvaarryy  BBaappttiisstt      HHeellppeedd  ssttaarrtt  aa  cchhaapptteerr  ooff  RReeffoorrmmeerr’’ss  UUnnaanniimmoouuss  ddrruugg  

ttrreeaattmmeenntt  mmiinniissttrryy  iinn  22000088  sseerrvviinngg  mmoorree  tthhaann  550000  ppeeooppllee..  TThhee  BBiibbllee--bbaasseedd  pprrooggrraamm  rreecceeiivveess  rreeffeerrrraallss  ffrroomm  

tthhee  MMaannssffiieelldd  aanndd  SShheellbbyy  MMuunniicciippaall  CCoouurrttss,,  tthhee  MMaannssffiieelldd  aanndd  RRiicchhllaanndd  CCoorrrreeccttiioonnaall  IInnssttiittuuttiioonnss,,  aalloonngg  

wwiitthh  ooffffeennddeerrss  ffrroomm  tthhee  CCoouunnttyy  JJuuvveenniillee  CCoouurrtt..    AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  SScchhaagg,,  wwhhoo  aallssoo  sseerrvveess  aass  aa  cciittyy  ccoouunncciillmmaann,,  

““SSttaattiissttiiccss  sshhooww  tthhaatt  aallccoohhooll  iiss  tthhee  ggaatteewwaayy  ttoo  eevveerryy  pphhyyssiiccaall  aaddddiiccttiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  pprriimmaarryy  ccaauussee  ffoorr  rreellaappssee..””  
  
  

RReevveerreenndd  JJoohhnn  HHaarrrriiss,,  PPaassttoorr  ooff  AArrmmoorr  BBeeaarreerrss  MMiinniissttrriieess,,  hhaass  bbeegguunn  aa  llooccaall  cchhaapptteerr  ooff  CCeelleebbrraattee  RReeccoovveerryy  ddrruugg  

ttrreeaattmmeenntt  pprrooggrraamm  iinn  tthhee  LLeexxiinnggttoonn  aarreeaa..    WWiitthh  aa  mmiinniissttrryy  ffooccuusseedd  pprriimmaarriillyy  ffoorr  bbiikkeerrss,,  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  ppllaannss  oonn  

ssttaarrttiinngg  aa  ddeettooxx  cceenntteerr  aanndd  uuttiilliizziinngg  RReevveerreenndd  HHaarrrriiss’’ss  ttrraaiinniinngg  aass  aa  cceerrttiiffiieedd  aallccoohhooll  &&  aabbuussee  ccoouunnsseelloorr  wwiitthh  tthhee  

AAmmeerriiccaann  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  CCoouunnsseelloorrss..  

  

RReevveerreenndd  MMaarrkk  DDeettttmmeerr,,  PPaassttoorr  ooff  FFiirrsstt  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  tthhee  NNaazzaarreennee;;  ffoorr  tthhee  llaasstt  ffiivvee  yyeeaarrss  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  hhaass  hhoosstteedd  AAllccoohhoolliicc  AAnnoonnyymmoouuss  

ggrroouupp  mmeeeettiinnggss  ddaaiillyy;;  wwhheerree  bbeettwweeeenn  ttwweennttyy  aanndd  ffoorrttyy  ppeerrssoonnss  aatttteenndd..  ““OOuurr  ggooaall  iiss  ttoo  bbee  iinnvvoollvveedd  iinn  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  aanndd  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  

hheeaalliinngg  aanndd  hhooppee  ffoorr  tthhoossee  iinn  nneeeedd,,””  ssaayyss  RReevv..  DDeettttmmeerr..  

  

RReevveerreenndd  EEll  AAkkuucchhiiee,,  PPaassttoorr  ooff  GGooddssffiieelldd  HHoouussee  ooff  PPrraayyeerr  hheellppeedd  ccoooorrddiinnaattee  mmaarrcchh  aaggaaiinnsstt  ddrruuggss  iinn  22000077  wwiitthh  

ppaarrttiicciippaannttss  rreepprreesseennttiinngg  tthhiirrttyy--eeiigghhtt  llooccaall  cchhuurrcchheess;;  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  yyeeaarr  ppoolliiccee  ooffffiicciiaallss  rreeppoorrtteedd  tthhee  lloowweesstt  vviioolleenntt  

ccrriimmee  rraattee  iinn  ssiixxtteeeenn  yyeeaarrss..  MMoosstt  rreecceennttllyy  iinn  ssuummmmeerr  ooff  22001111,,  RReevv..  EEll  hheellppeedd  ddrraafftt  aa  lleetttteerr  ffrroomm  sseevveennttyy--ttwwoo  aarreeaa  

ppaassttoorrss  ttoo  tthhee  llooccaall  bbooaarrdd  ooff  hheeaalltthh  oobbjjeeccttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ddoonnaattiioonn  ooff  ssyyrriinnggeess  ttoo  aa    PPoorrttssmmoouutthh  nneeeeddllee  eexxcchhaannggee  

pprrooggrraamm..    MMoosstt  nnoottaabbllyy,,  hhee  ttooookk  ppaarrtt  iinn  tthhee  ““DDeelleeggaattiioonn  ooff  HHooppee””  wwhhiicchh  wwrroottee  aa  rreeppoorrtt  ooff  aa  ddrraammaattiicc  ttuurrnnaarroouunndd  

ssttoorryy  ooff  aa  cciittyy  oovveerrccoommiinngg  ssuubbssttaannccee  aabbuussee,,  hheellppiinngg  iinnssppiirree  tthhee  ddooccuummeennttaarryy::  ““AAnn  AAppppaallaacchhiiaann  DDaawwnn..””  

  

RReevveerreenndd  JJaammeess  SSppeenncceerr,,  PPaassttoorr  ooff  PPeeooppllee’’ss  BBaappttiisstt  CChhuurrcchh  hheellppeedd  ssttaarrtt  aa  llooccaall  cchhaapptteerr  ooff  RReeffoorrmmeerrss  

UUnnaanniimmoouuss  wwhhiicchh  hhaass  770000  cchhaapptteerrss  nnaattiioonnwwiiddee  aanndd  aann  8822%%  ssuucccceessss  rraattee  ffoorr  ppeerrssoonnss  uuppoonn  ffiivvee  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  

ggrraadduuaattiinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccoouurrssee..  WWeeeekkllyy  lleessssoonnss  eennccoouurraaggee  ssttuuddeennttss  ttoo  rreeaadd  aanndd  mmeemmoorriizzee  tthhee  BBiibbllee,,  aanndd  ttoo  

iinntteerraacctt  wwiitthh  ootthheerrss,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  cchhaannggiinngg  lliivveess  aanndd  bbrriinnggiinngg  ppaarrttiicciippaannttss  iinnttoo  aann  aaddddiiccttiioonn--ffrreeee  lliiffeessttyyllee..    

AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  RReevveerreenndd  SSppeenncceerr,,  ““WWee  ((tthhee  cchhuurrcchh))  nneeeedd  ttoo  ddoo  mmoorree  ttoo  iimmppaacctt  oouurr  ccuullttuurree  ffoorr  CChhrriisstt,,  ssoo  wwee  

aarree  sstteeppppiinngg  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  ppllaattee..””  

  

RReevveerreenndd  RRiicckk  LLeewwiiss,,  PPaassttoorr  ooff  SShheellbbyy  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  GGoodd  hhaass  ssttaarrtteedd  aa  llooccaall  cchhaapptteerr  ooff  CCeelleebbrraattee  RReeccoovveerryy,,  aa  ssuuppppoorrtt  

ggrroouupp  wwiitthh  ttwweellvvee  sstteeppss  aappppllyyiinngg  BBiibblliiccaall  pprriinncciipplleess  ttoo  hheellpp  eenndd  aaddddiiccttiivvee  ccoommppuullssiivvee  bbeehhaavviioorr      TThhee  llooccaall  mmiinniissttrryy  

hhaass  bbeeeenn  cchhoosseenn  aass  aa  sseenntteenncciinngg  ooppttiioonn  wwiitthh  tthhee  SShheellbbyy  MMuunniicciippaall  ccoouurrtt..    HHaavviinngg  ssttaarrtteedd  iinn  22000099,,  nneeaarrllyy  ffoorrttyy  

ppeeooppllee  nnooww  aatttteenndd  tthhee  wweeeekkllyy  mmeeeettiinnggss..  ””WWee  hhaavvee  sseeeenn  eevviiddeennccee  ooff  cchhaannggee  iinn  ppeeoopplleess’’  lliivveess,,””  RReevv..  LLeewwiiss  ssaayyss..  

““DDrruugg  aaddddiiccttiioonn  iiss  tthhee  rreessuulltt  ooff  eemmppttyy  lliivveess  wwiitthh  nnoowwhheerree  ttoo  ttuurrnn..    WWiitthh  oouurr  mmiinniissttrryy,,  ppeeooppllee  kknnooww  tthheeyy  ccaann  ggoo  ttoo  aa  

ppllaaccee  wwhheerree  tthheerree  iiss  lloovvee  aanndd  hhooppee..””        

  

RReevveerreenndd  DDoouugg  TTaacckkeetttt,,  PPaassttoorr  ooff  TTaayylloorrttoowwnn  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CChhuurrcchh  hhaass  sseerrvveedd  nneeaarrllyy  110000  ppeeooppllee  iinn  tthhee  

SShheellbbyy  aarreeaa  ffaacciinngg  aaddddiiccttiioonnss  ttoo  aallccoohhooll,,  ccooccaaiinnee,,  hheerrooiinn,,  aanndd  pprreessccrriippttiioonn  ppaaiinnkkiilllleerrss..    ””CCoouunnsseelliinngg  aalloonnee  

ddooeess  nnoott  ssoollvvee  tthhee  pprroobblleemm;;  wwee  rreeaacchh  oouutt  ttoo  tthhee  ffaammiilliieess  aass  wweellll,,””  ssaayyss  RReevv..  TTaacckkeetttt..    SSttaarrttiinngg  iinn  22000077,,  tthhee  

cchhuurrcchh’’ss  ddrruugg  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  mmiinniissttrryy  hhaass  ooffffeerreedd  ssuuppppoorrtt  ggrroouuppss  aanndd  pprroovviiddeess  rreeffeerrrraallss  ttoo  JJeessuuss--bbaasseedd  ddrruugg  

ttrreeaattmmeenntt..  

  


